October 2020, 3rd Edition, 2nd Volume - Quarterly IFAFRI Newsletter

International cooperation after COVID-19:
A must that is getting shape

The situation of COVID-19 has affected all of us in our work and private life. The previous
newsletter already highlighted the need for international cooperation and the significant
work of first responders worldwide. IFAFRI is of great importance to establish this.
In this newsletter, we will follow this road and pay further attention to the impact of
COVID-19 on first responders. In this light, we interviewed Dr Carol Cunningham, who
experienced the crisis in three different roles: as an EMS medical doctor, as a first
responder in the role of an emergency physician, and as a patient undergoing knee surgery
during the start of the pandemic. Another interview has been conducted with Matthias Oel,
the Director for Borders, Interoperability and Innovation in DG Migration and Home Affairs
of the European Commission. Moreover, an outline of the upcoming Annual Forum Meeting
is provided. In addition, an interesting funding opportunity under Horizon2020 has been
published!
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Besides that, there is as always an update about relevant projects, innovations and
technological developments for the IFAFRI community, mostly in the light of COVID19. Enjoy the read!

Interview with Dr Carol Cunningham

Dr. Cunningham has experienced the COVID-19 pandemic as a first responder in her role
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as an emergency physician, as an EMS medical director (administrator working on state
and national governmental policies in her role as the State Medical Director of the Ohio
Department of Public Safety, Division of EMS), and as a patient during the beginning of the
pandemic. She underwent knee surgery on March 3rd and performed her administrative
duties in March and the first half of April from her hospital bed. We were inspired to talk
with Dr. Cunningham based on her article, where she tells her story of the COVID-19 crisis.
Could you introduce yourself and elaborate on your roles during the COVID-19
crisis?
I am Dr. Carol Cunningham, a practicing board-certified emergency physician. Amongst
others, I am the State Medical Director for the Ohio Department of Public Safety, Division
of Emergency Medical Services (EMS), and at DHS, I serve on the Executive Steering
Committee for the First Responder Resource Group. I have been to IFAFRI meeting in
Brussels in 2018, which I really enjoyed.
COVID-19 has taken us by storm in different sectors, and it has global effects. From an
EMS (Emergency Medical Services) standpoint, we have tried to stand at the side of first
responders to make sure that they are provided with PPE (personal protective
equipment). The challenge with COVID-19 is that there is an asymptomatic period, when
people have the virus and it is possible to spread it. Prediction is hard, so who becomes ill
when having COVID-19 is hard to determine. There are people in their twenties with no
specific risk factors, but who become very sick. So it is tough for EMS personnel
and emergency physicians, as you do not know which patients are going to return to the
emergency department due to significant, and often rapid, deterioration in their
condition. The challenge with our hospitals is, first of all, the Intensive Care Unit (ICU)
capacity. Critically ill COVID patients frequently need ventilators and ICU beds for
a prolonged period of time compared to ventilated patients with other respiratory
illnesses. There can be a significant lack of personal protective equipment, which is utilized
at high volumes in this scenario, for our staff. Moreover, several healthcare workers have
passed away during this crisis, as sad as it is. If the healthcare workers become infected or
die and are not there to treat the patients, then, ultimately, more patients will die.
What can we do to improve the situation with PPE?
I can tell you what the State of Ohio did. The Governor of Ohio was one of the first to
institute a stay at home order, which helped a lot although it temporarily stopped the
economy. I believe that this initiative spared people from becoming ill and saved many
lives. Battelle, a company based in Ohio, developed a system to sterilize N-95 face masks
which you can reuse if they are not damaged. I, however, needed to make sure that these
were used properly. N-95 masks were in shortage, and it appeared during the
pandemic that these were not needed for all patient cases, for instance asymptomatic
cases. For these cases, a surgical mask placed on the responder and the patient was
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indicated instead of using an N-95 masks. Our biggest challenge now is gowns, for which
we have shortages. So hopefully we can find ways to sterilize and reuse them.
In many countries we saw a lot of praise given to first responders in the medical
sector. Still, in the JEMS article you mention that there is a lot of fear amongst
healthcare workers. Would you say that COVID-19 has fundamentally changed the
role of first responders, i.e. what is the long term impact of COVID-19 on the work of
first responders?
I think there is going to be a huge impact on multiple fronts. People get tired physically, and
we are not at the end of this pandemic response. Feeling safe going home is another
issue. My physical therapist when I was in the hospital, for example, sent his children with
his wife to another house, while he stayed at home. In addition, in larger cities, people
went to hotels because they did not feel safe at home. This has been rather expensive and
difficult, particularly for single parents who had to come home to their children.
Mental fatigue is inherent, as well. When I speak with colleagues from different cities, you
see that certain cities have been hit very hard, such as New York. Having a bad day is
normal, but when the stress and patient acuity during this crisis are so high every day, this
takes its mental toll. Furthermore, there is a large impact on medical education. When
doctors, nurses and EMS providers were at the end of their training, you need
to demonstrate competency in clinical skills in order to get certified or licensed. This was
largely impossible during the COVID-19 situation, so a lot of education institutions were
making changes. One of the changes was to use simulation, but the challenge is that
the practice of medicine and EMS is that it is a people business. In other words, you also
need how to calm a scared patient, for example, which is hard skill to practice with a plastic
doll.
What role for technology do you see besides PPE?
In terms of teaching, besides online teaching, there are several uses. For hospitals, I see a
big role for telemedicine in assessing patients. We may be able to better assess
patients and decide whether they need to go to the hospital or not when
using telemedicine, and in this way, physical contact is limited. There is also a big
opportunity for robotic technology, as this diminishes contact and disease transmission.
In the context of IFAFRI, we saw that many initiatives and innovations emerged
during the COVID-19 pandemic. In the article in the Journal of Emergency Medical
Services, you mention that you have never been busier networking with different
parties from different sectors. Is this a lesson learned from the COVID pandemic,
that this cooperation is essential for the functioning of first responders?
I hope that, at this point in time, no one in the medical field looks at other healthcare
sectors, for example EMS, in a hierarchal way, as we need first responders. First
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responders can really make a positive difference in your life, as has become clear. In the
US, we have Mobile Integrated Healthcare where paramedic first responders go to your
home to identify if a patient has signs and symptoms of a disease or a decline in health at
its earliest stages. They then report back to the doctor as a matter of prevention and as an
avenue to intervene and potentially prevent the need for transport to an emergency
department or hospitalization.
With the influenza season coming up, mass vaccination campaigns can be implemented to
prevent people from getting sick. Back in 2009 during the H1N1 influenza pandemic in the
State of Ohio, we were able to pass legislation to allow EMS providers to administer
vaccinations. As a consequence, over 50% vaccination in Ohio were administered by EMS
providers. When a COVID vaccine is available, EMS can participate in a large scale
vaccination campaign. The inclusion of EMS providers in this role is more critical
now because access to your primary care physician for routine or preventative health
care during this pandemic is difficult in the US due to limited available appointments
created by the need for social distancing and personal protective equipment
shortages within clinics and physician offices. This can be challenging for well individuals
to obtain vaccinations from their physicians as the offices and clinics are unable to process
as many people as is usual.
In Europe, you have national healthcare systems, but in the US, you have private, public,
and critical access hospitals and many uninsured. Due to the pandemic, cancellation of
elective surgeries and the need to reserve beds for surge capacity resulted in loss of
revenue for hospitals. Budget cuts are therefore unavoidable. However, one should not
cut the staff or the resources of emergency departments. The emergency department is
often the only access to healthcare for the uninsured.
When the pandemic started, the focus was much on the regional or national level.
Now, do you feel that there are more possibilities for international cooperation?
I would hope that we would all learn lessons from each other. Thinking about how Italy
looked, for example. Every country is different, but I would like to look at other countries
and learn from them of their best practices. In America, people want answers immediately,
but these cannot always be given. The COVID-19 virus is a novel disease process, and we
are learning more about it dynamically with each passing day. It takes time before new
information comes to light, these lessons are learned, and evidence-based solutions are
created, but these developments occur much quicker than historically in previous
pandemics.
What are international lessons that you have learned during the pandemic?
Lessons that I have learned include that face-covering and social distancing work, as
regions and countries that employed this have done better than others usually. So many
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people in the US resisted the face masks because they interpreted it as a limitation of
their personal freedom, but in Asia it is already common to do this when one has
a common cold. The hard thing in the US that in an election year, this issue has,
unfortunately, become politized. The COVID-19 pandemic is a public health issue. Politics
should never have a forefront or primary role in public health.
Still, internationally we should join hands, and I hope that we will be global partners.
Hopefully, that happens when a COVID vaccine is developed. If and when a COVID
vaccine is developed, the key goal and focus is that it should be safe, effective, and
manufactured in volumes sufficient enough to have a positive impact on morbidity and
mortality rates. It is also important to mention that the high-risk population should be
identified and prioritized to get the vaccine first. The worst thing that could happen is
that the approval of the vaccine is accelerated before its safety is confirmed, or that the
vaccine appears not to be effective for a long time.
You mentioned that prevention is an important issue in healthcare, which also
impacts first responders. Could you elaborate on this?
I can imagine that it is easier to get preventive care in Europe. But in the
US, some insurance companies do not pay or resist paying for preventative medical care.
It is a dichotomy, as we as first responders are focused on the patient and insurance
companies are focused on the profit. But I remain hopeful!
Thank you for your time!

Funding opportunity Horizon 2020

Preventing and fighting extreme wildfires with the integration and
demonstration of innovative means
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The European Commission recently announced its Green Deal, which is a huge
investment programme launched to combine environmental sustainability and economic
growth. In this context, the European Commission has mobilised an additional funding
opportunity to its research programme Horizon 2020, which is of high relevance for the
IFAFRI Community. IFAFRI is further mentioned in the call as one of the international
bodies to facilitate deployment of solutions that are coming from the projects. Below you
can find a summary of the call. Here you can read the full version. Note that the deadline of
this call is the 26th of January 2021.
The Green Deal explicitly calls to reduce the incidence and extent of forest fires. It also
calls to boost the EU’s ability to predict and manage environmental disasters as an
immediate priority. Large-scale and more intense wildfires are becoming an increasing
concern. Fire is a natural component in many ecosystems, not only across Europe, but
more and more Europeans suffer directly and indirectly from wildfires. Between 2017 and
2020, fires have killed hundreds of persons and ravaged forests and Natura 2000 sites not
only in Southern Europe, but increasingly also in Central, Eastern and Northern Europe.
In addition to the extraordinary socioeconomic impact in terms of loss of human lives of
residents and first responders, health, infrastructures and economic activity, extreme
wildfire events have also serious and sometimes irreversible ecological impacts when
considering soil degradation, water scarcity and biodiversity loss. Moreover, wildfires are
among the first contributors to climate change, with up to 20% of total global greenhouse
gas emissions per year. In addition, large wildfires degrade air quality through the direct
emissions of toxic pollutants affecting first responders and local residents, while
populations in regions far away from the wildfires can be exposed to other pollutants as the
air is transported, with short- and long-term impact on human health.
Climate change is predicted to increase fire risk, with longer fire seasons, more frequent
fire events, new fire-prone regions and more severe fire behaviour. The burnt area in
southern Europe during the 21st century would sharply increase. Furthermore, global
warming could result in a substantial shift northwards of European ecological domains,
making a recovery or re-establishment of non-adapted ecosystems more difficult after a
fire. Extreme wildfire events as in Southern Europe in 2017-2018 and California, Brazil and
Australia in 2019, are likely to become common throughout the whole of Europe.
This new context of extreme wildfires requires accelerating the shift towards implementing
a more holistic fire management approach through:
research, demonstration and deployment of innovative means and methods tailored
to extreme wildfire behaviour, such as better and more advanced techniques,
models, solutions and capabilities for preventing, predicting, monitoring and fighting
wildfires, and mitigating their impact, including better and advanced technologies,
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wildfires, and mitigating their impact, including better and advanced technologies,
equipment and decision support systems for first responders;
proactive governance, change of forest management practices, large-scale and
community-based risk assessments, awareness and preparedness, where citizens,
local communities, the forestry and bio-economy sectors play a central role.
Especially for IFAFRI, Subtopic 1 Innovation Actions is of high interest since some of
IFAFRI's capability gaps are specifically addressed. Phase B - Detection and Response,
for example, calls for research and innovation regarding anticipation and mitigation of highimpact events. This could be space, aerial, ground, material and digital technologies, which
should be integrated altogether with environmental, climate and social disciplines and
existing EU initiatives on monitoring and suppression of wildfires. Activities should be
demonstrated in a broad range of weather conditions and geographical scenarios. More
information can be found under Subtopic 1 - Phase B in the call.
Activities should go beyond the state of the art and previous R&I activities at EU level,
cooperate with ongoing relevant Horizon 2020 projects and make best use of existing EU
initiatives and services. In addition, activities should involve relevant international, national
and EU agencies and end-users (such as forest owners, forest-based industry actors,
environmental and nature management organisations, firefighters, local and regional
authorities, etcetera) from Member States and Associated Countries. In line with the
strategy for EU-international cooperation in research and innovation, multilateral
international cooperation is encouraged. Read more about the call in its full version.

Interview with Matthias Oel
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Matthias Oel is Director for Borders, Interoperability and Innovation in DG Migration and
Home Affairs (DG HOME), European Commission. Before that, he held the position of
Director for Migration and Security Funds and Head of Unit for Asylum in DG Home as well
as Special Adviser in the Cabinet of the President of the European Council Herman Van
Rompuy (2010). The European Commission is currently chairing IFAFRI.
Why is IFAFRI such an important forum?
One of DG HOME's priorities is ‘innovation and industry for security.’ As today’s security
threats are fast-evolving, complex and often cross-border in nature, a common vision is
needed on security. That is exactly what IFAFRI does, not only by bringing together first
responders from Europe, but IFAFRI has a full international perspective. The synergy
across all international partners in this project is thus an excellent driver of innovation.
You mentioned that DG HOME focuses not only on innovation but also on the
industry. How would you describe the role of industry in the security of the
European Union?
The European Commission would like to ensure the coherence of EU security research in
the field of first responders at an international level. This is what drives us in the
participation of IFAFRI. However, we as a governmental body understand that we do not
hold the keys to solve all security problems. Our modest role is to bring these initiatives
from industry together with other innovation and to reduce the gap between research and
the market. Moreover, without the involvement, commitment and investment of the EU’s
security technology and industrial base, innovative solutions would remain trapped in
endless cycles of research and would never be deployed in the field.
What can the European Commission actively do itself, besides coordinating the
nexus between research and the market?
EU security research is one of the building blocks of the Security Union. It enables
innovation in technologies and knowledge that is crucial for developing capabilities to
address today's security challenges, to anticipate both the threats and opportunities that
arise from technological developments. Furthermore, such efforts in research contribute to
a more competitive and solid European security industry.
The European Commission stimulates this via the security research part of the overall EU
Framework Programme for Research and Innovation. Under the current programme,
Horizon 2020, close to €2 billion has been allocated to security research, which represents
about 50% of all public financing for civil security research in the EU. Under the next
Programme, Horizon Europe, starting as of 2021, the European Commission will continue
funding innovative research projects in the civil security sector. The new programme will be
strongly impact-driven and will boost research and innovation activities in the EU and
beyond. In addition, we aim to harmonise the standards and certification procedures to
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overcome the fragmentation of EU security markets for security technologies.
What does this all mean for IFAFRI and its members?
On the 6th and 7th of November 2019 the annual Security Research Event was organised
in Helsinki, Finland. We discussed possibilities for funding. It became clear that
cooperation in the field of security research is necessary to establish structured links
between different funding instruments to achieve the desired market uptake of positive
research outputs. IFAFRI members are strongly encouraged to contribute to the definition
of requirements that could be covered through the European Programme and also to raise
awareness on these possibilities within their countries to foster international participation in
initiatives.
What are the implications of the situation around COVID-19 for IFAFRI?
The situation around COVID-19 has shown the importance of first responders in different
sectors, especially during times of crises. On the one hand, it has been inspiring to see
how Member States helped each other on the operational side, with for example the
transportation of people on the Intensive Care from one Member State to the other and the
repatriation of EU citizens. On the other hand, it also showed how different the approaches
in fighting COVID-19 have been and how important it is to design common and future-proof
answers to this. After repairing the crisis damage, recovery should be generated and
resilience should be built to prevent future crises. Consequently, there is a massive need
for innovation, especially in the field of first responder technology. This innovation is for the
benefit of all citizens of the European Union, as was shown by this pandemic. An important
task then for the IFAFRI community is to stimulate, guide and cluster these innovations in
the post-COVID-19 period.
What do you expect for the future of IFAFRI?
I see a bright future for IFAFRI, as the work field it is engaged in is of increasing
importance and relevance. We need to cooperate across our national borders in order to
deliver the best first responder services. Moreover, through the international approach of
IFAFRI, we learn of overseas partners and their handling of crises. As we have seen
during the wildfires in Australia, our climate is rapidly changing, we need solutions for first
responders to deal with the results of this. This can stretch from floods in Western Europe,
to dealing with fires across the continent and to the changing role of first responders with
regard to border management in Southern and Eastern Europe. Moreover, security threats
such as terrorism require new techniques and equipment for first responders. In addition,
as technological solutions for first responders are developing rapidly, the European Union
will need to develop its own strategy to provide first responders with the latest innovations.
This is why IFAFRI will be of increased relevance and importance in the upcoming years.

Source: you can read more about “Secure societies: Protecting freedom and security of
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Europe and its citizens” of Horizon 2020 here.

Report of virtual showcase of first responder
technology

On the 17th of September, the Stakeholder Engagement Committee (SEC) of IFAFRI held
a virtual industry briefing with two companies presenting their first responder technologies.
As discussed during the IFAFRI Annual Meeting, IFAFRI is taking steps to identify potential
industry solutions (or partial solutions) for our IFAFRI common global capability gaps. This
event is a part of the SEC workplan to coordinate industry engagements through
showcases hosted by various stakeholders supporting the IFAFRI mission. This particular
showcase was hosted by the Trade Commissioner from the Canadian Embassy in
Washington, DC. There were 34 participants from inside and outside IFAFRI that attended
this online event. This industry briefing was held virtually via Microsoft Teams.
Ron McNeal (SEC Chair) opened the event and stressed the need for improved public
safety technologies, which are not only demonstrated by the COVID-19 situation, but also
because of other natural and man-made hazards happening throughout the world. After
Ron elaborated on the work and goals of IFAFRI, Shaye Friesen (Canadian Embassy) and
Bobby Tate (Trade Commissioner at Global Affairs Canada) expressed their hope that this
event would help to foster communications between like-minded stakeholders to benefit
the global first responder. Each company then provided a 20-min presentation, before
opening it up for a 10-min question and answer session.
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First Responder Technologies then kicked off with their presentation. Their threat
management system application aims to detect as well as monitor concealed weapons and
other capabilities. This is important to have real-time information in order to respond
adequately during threats, such as a terroristic threat. They expressed their interest in codevelopment of technologies with IFAFRI and public-private cooperation. Their technology
aims to close IFAFRI's capability gaps no. 2 and 6. The second presentation was by APX
Data who have developed several Smart Technologies to easily and rapidly detect
hazardous situations during fire events. Firefighters get real-time and specific information
for preplanning, mapping and inspecting buildings and sites, as well as the ability to share
details with other first responders.
The event has shown that IFAFRI is actively engaging businesses that provide solutions
for first responders. Even in the face of a global pandemic, IFAFRI was able to continue
these briefings in a virtual way, which allowed more people to participate. We are looking
forward to future presentations, and look forward to broader participation from our IFAFRI
Partners. One can find the presentations of the two companies here and here. More
information about the two companies can be found on their websites, respectively First
Responder Technologies and APX Data.

Outline of the upcoming Annual Forum Meeting
Initially, the Annual Forum Meeting was planned as an in-person event in parallel to the
European Commission's Security Research Event November 23th-24th 2020 in Bonn,
Germany. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the IFAFRI Members will now convene
virtually on Monday November 30th 2020. During the Annual Forum Meeting, all three
committees discuss the objectives of the previous year and determine the goals and next
steps for the upcoming year. Furthermore, the event focuses on developing IFAFRI's
strategy for the year 2021. The meeting agenda will be shared with all member countries in
due course. We hope to welcome you then!
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Projects and innovations
What are technological developments in

CommandWear

the light of COVID-19 that are going on at

CommandWear has designed its software

the moment and are relevant for IFAFRI?

with first responders and field workers to
deliver a simple and affordable platform

COVID-19 Maker Challenge: First

that runs on your existing smartphones,

Responders

smartwatches, tablets, laptops and

From April 25th to May 3rd, the first in a

desktop PCs to enhance planning, speed

series of five events took place that

response, improve situational awareness

enlisted the talents of engineers,

and keep your people safe. This helps to

designers and other professionals to

prepare (prepare for events and incidents

create innovative solutions to the

in advance), respond (knowing where

challenges confronting essential workers

personnel and assets are and

in their efforts to fight COVID-19. Police,

communicating securely with them is

fire, and paramedic units from across the

critical) and review (everything that

country submitted challenges, from which

happens during a mission is kept for later

an advisory panel of subject matter

analysis or investigation). Read more on

experts selected eight challenges for our

CommandWear's website or its white

maker teams. The themes encompassing

paper for the virtual showcase event.

these challenges included
decontamination, emotional support, and
staff safety. Eight teams came up
with promising solutions, which can be
found here.
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Ingenious
INGENIOUS, a Horizon2020 project, aims
to assist First Responders to be more
effective and save more lives during
natural and manmade disasters and crises
by exploiting novel technologies.
INGENIOUS is developing, integrating,
testing and validating a Next Generation
Integrated Toolkit (NGIT) for Collaborative
Response, which ensures high level of
Protection and Augmented Operational
Capacity to respond to the disaster scene.
Read more here.

First Responder technologies
First Responder Technologies Inc. is a
technology company based in Vancouver,
BC, that develops cutting-edge, AIenabled physical security products. The
main product line, SentinelTM, is a cloudbased physical security platform that
integrates custom weapon detection
sensors: SentinelTM WiFi (Concealed
Weapon Detection), and SentinelTM
Vision (Openly Carried Weapon
Detection). Read more about these
products on First Responder
Technologies' website or white paper for
the virtual showcase event.

ANYWHERE
The principal objective of ANYWHERE - a
Horizon 2020 project - is to enable society
as a whole and the main civil protection
agencies to respond more rapidly than
today to extreme climate and weather
events, and to better cope with the high
social, environmental and economic
impacts related to these extremes. The
project established a pan-European

TOXI-triage
TOXI-triage is a Horizon 2020 project. The
main goal for TOXI-triage is to develop
and field/trial a new level of medical care
and site management during triage within
rescue efforts in a CBRN incident.

platform (A4EU) on extreme climate risks

In order to do this, nineteen TOXI-triage

that will enable to identify, in a number of

consortium partners are included to focus

geographic regions, critical situations that

their efforts in nine different work

could lead to loss of life and economic

packages on applying specific,

damages. Such early-warning enables to

measurable, achievable and realistic

improve protection measures and, in case

objectives. These include the accelerated

of catastrophic situations, ameliorate the

delivery of situational awareness,

coordination of rescue operations. The

command and control with AI-assisted
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platform will therefore serve as a decision-

tools, traceable point-of-care diagnostic

making tool for various authorities when

tests with integrated casualty tracking, a

faced with a situation of crisis and will

comprehensive field toolbox of CBRN

provide state-of-the-art early warning

threats for end-users, a protocol for the

systems to help exposed populations

registration of biomarkers of injury from

avert disaster. Read more on

CBRN poisoning with the European

ANYWHERE's website or in this article.

Medicines Agency, to establish a
harmonised European framework for
ethical and accountable CBRN operations
and to establish a Community of
Commerce and deliver a commercial
vision. Read more here.

Suggestions for further reading
Below, you can find articles about innovation and several other projects related to first
responder technology in the light of the COVID-19 crisis.
Five ways humanitarians use technology to deliver during COVID-19
Coronavirus contact-tracing apps: can they slow the spread of COVID-19?
France, among others, used drones to enforce the country's lockdown
Senate Passes Resolution to Make September 25th National First Responder
Appreciation Day

Upcoming events

📅

The situation of COVID-19 has forced many organisers of events to postpone these or to
organise these virtually, which most probably will happen with other upcoming events in
2020. The ongoing uncertainty concerning the development of the virus makes the list of
forthcoming events below conditional.
October 16 | Webinar COVID-19: New wave, old problems?
📍 Online
NO-FEAR is a 5-year project that brings together a network of emergency medical care
practitioners, suppliers, decision and policy makers to collaborate and exchange

Page 15 of 19

knowledge, good practices, and lessons learned in disaster and crisis management. NOFEAR will host a webinar Friday, October 16, 14.30 (CEST) on international Coronavirus
responses entitled “COVID-19: New wave, old problems?”. The webinar is free to attend
with registration at this link.
First response professionals from Israel, France, Spain, Austria and Belgium will discuss
the current state of the COVID-19 pandemic in their respective countries, differences and
similarities between the ‘first wave’ of COVID-19 in early 2020 and the current situation and
preparations for other upcoming seasonal challenges, such as the flu. After, a 10-15
minute presentation from each, there will be a short Question & Answer session.
January 26-28 2021 | CBRNe Summit USA
❗
❗ Looking for IFAFRI members as speakers ❗
❗
📍 Las Vegas, Nevada, U.S.
The organisation is looking for IFAFRI members with expertise in the first responders field
to speak at the CBRNe Summit about IFAFRI, its way of working and its results. More
information about the summit can be found here and here. Please contact the organisation
for more information.
CBRNe threats are increasing and also the threat of lone wolf extremists carrying out
random attacks in major cities. During our international event you will hear perspectives
from military and civil officials who deal with CBRNe incidents. Many government
departments and agencies across the region have realised the importance of CBRNe
capabilities and preparedness and budgets have been increased to deal with the new type
of threats faced to civilians.
CBRNe Summit USA will focus on a number of key topics across the whole spectrum of
the CBRNe domain such as local Nevada State CBRNe Response Capabilities, Chem-Bio
Countermeasures and Response strategies, International CBRNe Response and
Preparedness, U.S. Preparedness and Response to CBRNe Threats and Attacks, First
Responder Techniques – Hazmat and Decon and Combating Infectious Diseases across
the US. Read more about the event and registration here.
February 18-19 (Rescheduled) | First Responders Conference
📍 Melbourne, Australia
The purpose of this conference is to improve the health outcomes of people who are
treated by first responders by preparing first responders for a wide array of situations so
they can properly assess and manage all types of injuries and situations. The opportunity
for first responders to improve health outcomes through proactive assessment and correct
management relies on sound knowledge of the latest evidence and this timely conference
provides an opportunity for first responders to gain these evidenced updates. Read more
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here.
April 27-29 | CBRNe Summit Europe
📍 Brno, Czech Republic
CBRNe Summit Europe is returning to Brno, Czech Republic for our 7th annual event.
Many major cities across Europe have faced critical incidents over the past few years. With
terrorism threat levels high across Europe and the increased use of chemical agents being
used by terrorist organisations this is a key event to attend.
During our international event you will hear perspectives from military and civil officials who
deal with CBRNe incidents. Many governments across the region have realised the
importance of CBRNe capabilities and preparedness and budgets have been increased to
deal with the new type of threats faced to civilians.
CBRNe Summit Europe will focus on a number of key topics, such as capabilities of
military and civil agencies, first responder techniques, asymmetrical threats, medical
countermeasures to chem-bio threats, decontamination developments and techniques,
countering IED’s, CBRNe threat intelligence, CBRNe forensics and many more. For
registration and more information, click here.

Call for input and feedback newsletters
Thank you for reading the third IFAFRI newsletter of 2020. We are always happy to receive
input for our newsletters. This can be projects and events relevant for the IFAFRI network,
but also suggestions for interviews. Feel free to reach out to us and we can see if we can
include it in an upcoming newsletter.
As this newsletter has a new design since 2020, we would like to know what you think
about the new design and the content of the newsletter. You could help us a lot by filling in
this form. Your opinion is much appreciated!
All in all, we hoped that you enjoyed this newsletter. When there is anybody in your
network that would be interested in receiving these newsletters as well, please let them
sign up by sending an email to ifafri-pmo@ecorys.com. Together we spread the word of
IFAFRI!
Kind regards,
Alexandra Schmid, Manouk Zwartkruis and Niels Back (Ecorys)
Project Management Office of IFAFRI
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Don't forget to follow IFAFRI on social media!

LinkedIn

Twitter

Website

Copyright © 2020 IFAFRI (International Forum to Advance First Responder Innovation), All rights
reserved.
You are receiving this email because you opted in via our website.
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Our mailing address is:
IFAFRI (International Forum to Advance First Responder Innovation)
Watermanweg 44
Rotterdam, 3067GG
Netherlands
Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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